
Jesus feeds the crowds - with the help of five loaves of bread 
and two fish 

This week we are going to make a paper basket/envelope to fill 
with bread and fish.  I’ve used two different colours for mine so 
you can see how the weaving works: 

You will need: 
1.  A basket weave template - this is the page with all the 

straight lines on it. 
2. A basket backing and some fish and loaves of bread to cut 

and colour.  An example of each for you to use or copy is on 
the page with the basket backing on it. 

Instructions: 
1. Starting with the basket weave template, turn the page over 

and colour it with whatever colour you want your basket to 
be.  I used two shades of brown for this one: 



 

2. Now turn this over and carefully cut along all the straight 
lines - but not right to the edge, otherwise you will end up with 
lots of separate strips of paper!  You will see there are two 
bits which have been marked “throw away”.  You do not need 
these. 

3. You will end up with two sheets of coloured paper, one with 
horizontal strips (————) and the other  with upright 
strips (  |  |  |  |  ). 

4. Next, cut along the straight line in the middle of the page 
which has the basket backing on it, to separate it from the 
fish and the bread. 

5. Using a glue stick, run a line of glue along the left hand side 
and the bottom of the basket backing, where it is marked 
“Glue”.  It is important that you glue only where it is marked.  
You will end up with a small square in the bottom left which 
has no glue on it. 



6. Now, carefully following the lines of glue, stick the horizontal  
(————) section of strips of coloured paper to the left 
hand side of the basket backing (matching it up to the top left 
hand corner), and the upright (  |  |  |  |  ) section of strips of 
coloured paper to the bottom edge of the basket backing 
(matching it up to the bottom right hand corner) .  

7. You will now be able to weave the strips of paper.  Start at 
the top left and work downwards.  It sounds tricky, but you 
will see how it works when you get started!  The horizontal 
strips weave under and over the upright strips, and the 
upright strips weave under and over the horizontal ones. 

8. You will then have made an envelope basket.  Finish off by 
glueing the woven section to the basket backing on the right 
hand side, and put a dab of glue on all the loose ends to keep 
them secure. 

9. You can now fill your basket with bread and fish and tell the 
story of Jesus feeding the crowds to your family! 



Please find time to read this short prayer together, or alone. 

Dear God, 

The story we have heard today showed how you used a young 
person like me to play a part in a fantastic miracle performed by 
Jesus.   Please help me remember that something or someone 
ordinary and small can easily lead to something wonderful and 
amazing, with your help.  

Amen


